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through this news letter. With your feedback
and suggestions on what we should cover
and how we can make this newsletter even
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photos, articles on tourism and suggestions.
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ABOUT TCKP
Founded in 1991, TCKP (formerly STC) is dedicated to developing the potential of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(formerly NWFP) in Pakistan as a tourist-friendly destination and to deepening visitors' understanding of the
region while bringing new economic development to the province. TCKP seeks to make the province's culture
and history accessible and understandable to a diverse public to foster a sense of identity, place and pride for
the people.
The Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa established TCKP as a public limited company in order to develop a
setup for utilising the tremendous potential of the province for tourism expansion.
TCKP has been assigned to:
ØPromote and develop the tourism industry of the province by involving both the private and public sectors.
ØFully protect and preserve the culture, arts, history, heritage - both tangible & intangible, traditions,
environment and biodiversity of the target areas.
ØDevelop the socio-economic conditions of the people and areas having tourism potential.
ØGradually and systematically identify and develop all the existing and potential areas for attracting domestic
and international tourists.

Standing true to its vision, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP)
con nues to uphold its promise to promote and support the diverse and rich
culture, heritage and natural wonders of this blessed province. Considering
it our sacred and foremost duty to explore and exploit the poten al of this
land and its people, this has been a year of success and accomplishments.
Backed by generous provincial government support and wise policies, we
have implemented numerous development plans that are beneﬁ ng our
economy by crea ng jobs for the locals. Our eco-friendly ini a ves like the
Camping Pods and the establishment of Tourism Area Integrated
Development Unit (TAIDU) are the living examples of our honest a empts of
infrastructural development in the province.
Our youth ini a ves and campaigns have been directed to involve the
torchbearers of our legacy in healthy and eco-friendly ac vi es and provide
them a suitable pla orm to showcase their skills. To engage them in the
development process and direct their energy in produc ve ac vi es, the
TCKP introduced a number of adventure sports in the province. Moreover, a
ﬂurry of recrea onal ac vi es backed by numerous awareness drives were
conducted this year to educate people about their civic responsibili es and
acknowledge their contribu on to the province.
Working as an en ty we are commi ed to unearthing the legacy of this land
and project it before the world in the most beﬁ ng manner. I leave you with
the promise that we will con nue to pursue our goals and create appropriate
channels to promote the talent and tradi ons of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

ØMake TCKP a self-financing organisation.
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The province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has so much to oﬀer to tourists. Our
rich and diverse culture and heritage has always been our unique
characteris c. The countless tourism landscapes, the abundance of
biodiversity and unique blend of cultural heritage, cuisine, arts, and cra s
have made our province a must-visit des na on.
In this regard, the Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) has
con nued its struggle to push the tourism and culture sector to greater
heights. The TCKP has explored new tourist des na ons in every nook and
corner of the province. Also, we have developed the already exis ng as well
as new spots on modern lines and ensured the provision of all the required
facili es to the visitors. The TCKP has introduced some revolu onary and
eco-friendly ini a ves in the province like Camping Pods at the fascina ng
hill sta ons of the province. In order to capitalize youth's energy and skills,
the TCKP has introduced numerous youth-dedicated ac vi es like adventure
sports, awareness campaigns, etc. In today's fast-changing business
environment, it has become progressively more compe ve to chart a way
for the future. For this reason, the TCKP is constantly looking at innova ve
ways to diversify tourism industry in the province. We are implying the latest
tools to upgrade our eﬀorts to maintain the interna onal standard to
compete with the global challenges. These innova ve schemes and engaging
marke ng strategies have allowed us considerable exposure and garnered
na onal and interna onal recogni on. I assure that the improvements to the
exis ng tourism-related projects of the TCKP and investment in a wide range
of new environmental, heritage, infrastructure and community tourism
ini a ves will ensure the con nued success of our tourism.
VIA KHYBER 01

Restoration of Malam Jabba Chairlifts/Ski Resort

Exploring the Unexplored Kumrat Valley

I

T

n an a empt to restore one of the largest and
oldest ski resorts fallen prey to the wave of
terror in recent years, Tourism Corpora on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa leased Malam Jabba Ski
Resort to an interna onal company in 2014.
The ini a ve was aimed at reconstruc ng the
resort and reopening it for the general public to
help promote tourism in the area. The revival plan
featured a four-star hotel, a chairli , a cable car, an
ice ska ng rink, snowboarding facili es and ski
slopes for na onal and interna onal tourists. Two
years later on September 1, 2016, it was formally
inaugurated by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Pervez Kha ak. The newly-installed chairli facility
has two 800-metre long ski runs for adventure
enthusiasts. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman Imran Khan took the ﬁrst ride up the mountain peak savoring a
breathtaking aerial view of the valley.
The long-awaited a rac on invited an overwhelming number of tourists from across the country as the
once deserted hills reverberated with the lively cha er of eager crowds, awai ng the opera onal chairli
to take rides on.
Blessed with a jaw-dropping scenery and pictorial beauty, Malam Jabba brims with tourism poten al and the
revival of a state-of-the-art ski resort is sure to bring back business to the area.
The next phase of the project is fast underway and soon the resort will be opened for domes c and foreign ski
lovers. The project is expected to generate annual revenue worth millions of rupees.
Res ng points along the Manglawar-Malam Jabba Road oﬀering modern facili es to accommodate travelers
will also be established which will send a posi ve message and draw a en on of more people to travel to this
region.

VIA KHYBER 02

he land of endless possibili es suppor ng a terrain
that enchants the soulful wanderer to dig deeper and
undertake an expedi on to explore its hidden gems.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has for long been overshadowed by
doubts and mispercep ons. However, all that has changed
since the present provincial government took the reins and
ini ated projects that aim towards revival and recogni on of
the region.
In its eﬀort to promote the beauty of the land and invite
tourists, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ardently
exhausts its abili es to create opportuni es for tourism in
the province.
While reviving and restoring established tourist des na ons,
the department has also pursued a dynamic policy to explore
new sites in the province. Suppor ng this stance, the
tourism department sponsored an adventure trip to the
valley of Kumrat, Upper Dir. The six-day venture, started on
2nd September 2016, took 30 students from the Computer
Society, University of Engineering and Technology on a
journey to unravel the mysteries of this majes c landscape.
A camping site was established in Kumrat Valley and adjacent tourist spots including Upper Dir, Sheringal,
Kumrat, Kala Chashma (Tore Uba), Dojanga, Jandrai, Jahaz Banda, Katora Lake.
Residing in the heart of the serenity, the students came across mesmerizing sights while engaged in
mul farious ac vi es such as ﬁlming documentaries, photography and wri ng travelogues on Kumrat Valley.
Apart from capturing the beauty of the area, enthusias c par cipants in the group entertained themselves to
adventurous pursuits including rock climbing, trekking, and ﬁshing.
To promote public awareness, the par cipants also conducted cleanliness drives at diﬀerent sites in the valley
and collected sca ered waste.
The week-long ac vi es, concluded on September 7, 2016, ended in style as the par cipants enthralled by the
tradi onal rabab music.
TCKP always support such ini a ves to support youngsters and provide them opportunity to unearth the
natural beauty of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and project its enchantment to the world. Such visits not only provide
opportuni es to youth to develop self-conﬁdence, self-reliance, team-building and interpersonal skills but also
help create social awareness for sustainable use of world's natural resources.

VIA KHYBER 03

I

Boot Camp
at Naran

A

W

E

t is in nature that we ﬁnd the will to thrive and the courage to endure. Breaking from
monotony and providing a space for eager minds to experiment with innova ve
learning methodologies, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Work to
Empower (WE) supervised by Dost Welfare Founda on organized a novel boot camp.
The ﬁve-day boot camp, started on August 31, 2016 set amidst the alluring se ng of
Naran, Lake Saif-ul-Maluk, Batakundi and Lalazar aimed at
crea ng awareness on youth innova on and social
entrepreneurship through tourism.
The underlying concept was to shed the old rotelearning methodologies and u lize natural
surroundings to teach students the art of social
interac on.
The ac vi es designed for the boot camp
were also directed at experimen ng with
a new dimension of learning for youth to
master mul ple skills including
iden ﬁca on of individual exper se and
its usage, cross-cultural communica on,
mul cultural dialogue, conﬂict
resolu on and its eﬀec ve role in
community ac vi es.
A er se ng up camp in Naran, the team
proceeded to Lake Saif-ul-Maluk via
jeeps to execute a cleanliness drive and
promote tourism. Divided into smaller teams, the youth were challenged to use the waste sca ered around
the lake and recreate ar s c models.
A notable men on was the visit of the Brazilian ambassador accompanied with his wife to the lake as the
students were busy accomplishing their tasks. He appreciated their eﬀorts and expressed his surprise at
beholding such an enchan ng site.

t night the group was treated to a
soothing bonﬁre and a mo va onal
lecture by famous ar st and designer,
Yousuf Bashir Qureshi.
The groups, during their stay, were tested
through diﬀerent compe ons. One such
ac vity required them to cook breakfast and
then sell it to the other teams thus working on
their entrepreneurial skills. A cleanliness speech
was also part of the planned ac vi es.
The last night of the boot camp was declared as
“Cultural Night”. Students were invited to wear
their tradi onal a res and represent their
respec ve areas. The colorful proceedings of the
night were appreciated by visitors and foreigners
alike.

A

t the closing ceremony, shields and cer ﬁcates were distributed
among the par cipants and organizers. The speakers were
unanimous that such camps were a successful ini a ve to
educate youth so that they become more decisive, conﬁdent and
produc ve members of their respec ve communi es.
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Adventure Trip for those Special
among Us

I

n an a empt to involve the forgo en fac on of society in healthy recrea on,
Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in collabora on with FoP (Friends of
Paraplegics) organized a three-day ac vity for the physically challenged people
of the province.A group of 30 physically challenged individuals was selected for a
visit to the Galiyat region in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The visit was held on September
22, 2016.During the visit, FoP Chairman and Chief Execu ve of Paraplegics Centre
Hayatabad, Ilyas Syed, said that the visit of special people to the scenic valleys of Nathiagali, Dunga Gali, Ayubia
in Abbo abad and Kalam in Swat would help ease out depression that pervades the lives of these individuals.
The underlying purpose of the trip was to provide an opportunity to the physically challenged people to engage
themselves in recrea onal ac vi es. He hope that the ini a ve would help spread a so er image of the region
and send out a uniﬁed message to the world.

Exposure Trip for Orphans &
Female Students
World Tourism Day - Celebrating Tourism for All
Every year World Tourism Day is observed on September 27 with the aim to foster awareness of the importance
of tourism and its social, cultural, poli cal and economic impact. In 2016, the theme of the World Tourism Day
was, “Tourism for All - Promo ng Universal Accessibility”. The theme was selected by the General Assembly of
World Tourism Organiza on.
In this connec on, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tourism Corpora on had also planned a week-long series of
exci ng ac vi es that engaged representa on from all quarters of the society.

T

ourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) has been striving hard to engage public in
ac vi es that excite their interest in history and introduce them to the rich heritage that
binds them as one.
Keeping with the theme of tourism for all, the department invited a group of orphans and female
students on September 23, 2016 for an exposure trip to Gor Khatri Complex.
The complex is located in the heart of the walled city of Peshawar and houses local ar sans and their
cra s. The group was treated to on-spot tutorials of diﬀerent dying arts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa by
master trainers like brass work, waxwork, wood carving, etc.
The trip also included a visit to the City Museum Gor Khatri which contains two art galleries,
showcasing the archaeological and ethnological trends of the region.

Life begins at the end of
your comfort zone
VIA KHYBER 06
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Sardaryab Boat Race

T

o exploit local talent and excite a ﬂavor for adventure sports in the
province, a boat race was organized at Sardaryab boat village,
Charsadda on September 24, 2016. A large crowd turned up at the
exhilara ng display of strength and endurance as 40 boats churned their
way through the de and crossed the ﬁnish line. The par cipants were
awarded cer ﬁcates and prizes were given to the winners to appreciate their
valor and sportsmanship.

Off-Roads 4X4 Jeep Rally

A

thrilling feat for adrenaline junkies and a powerful display of man and
machine, the exci ng Oﬀ-Roads 4X4 Jeep Rally was organized by Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) on September 25,
2016. Depar ng from Bab-e-Peshawar Bridge, the rally
proceeded towards its des na on, cruising by Balahisar Fort,
Pabbi, Nowshera and reached Rashakai Interchange. While on its
way back, the rally cross past Charsadda Interchange, and ﬁnally
concluded at M1 Peshawar Interchange where a grand welcome
was planned for the rally followed by a musical show.
The ac vity engaged more than a hundred 4X4 vehicles, providing a spectacular display of horsepower and
entertainment to the spectators.

VIA KHYBER 08

VIA KHYBER 09

Bikers Rally from Lahore to Peshawar

A

n assembly of 30 riders under the Cross Route Motorcycle Club
departed from the heart of Lahore on September 26, 2016 and
travelled to Nathiagali via Murree to celebrate Interna onal Tourism
Day. The rally was organized to en ce global interest in the region and invite
adventure seekers to explore the boun es of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Talking to
media, TCKP's Planning Oﬃcer Hasnain Khan said the department was keen to
promo ng tourism and organizing such ac vi es were one of the examples.
During their stay in Nathiagali, the riders par cipated in a cleanliness drive in
the local bazaar to generate awareness about individual's responsibility to the
environment. In the next leg of the rally, the riders made their way to the historic city of Peshawar where
they were greeted by TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed and Tourism Informa on Center (TIC)
Manager Muhammad Ali Syed .They were treated to informa ve trips within the capital and introduced to
the unique cultural currents.

VIA KHYBER 10

Concluding Ceremony &
Painting Exhibition
he week-long fes vi es in connec on with World Tourism Day ended in a formal ceremony at Nishtar

T

Hall Peshawar on September 27, 2016. Suppor ng its mo o to promote tourism on na onal and
interna onal forums and orchestra ng ac vi es that project a posi ve image of this region, Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) celebrated the week in style. Through a series of interes ng
ac vi es, encompassing people from all walks of life, it broadcast a message of harmony.
Speaking on the occasion, Tourism, Sports, Culture, Archaeology, Youth Aﬀairs and Museum, the then
Addi onal Secretary, Muhammad Tariq appreciated the TCKP team for the successful execu on of the week's
ac vi es and stressed the need to ensure that such eﬀorts are welcomed by all the segments of society.
oreover in keeping with the year's
theme, the TCKP designed ac vi es to
include those sec ons of society that are
normally deprived of leisure ac vi es to entertain
themselves.
The proceedings of the closing ceremony included a
pain ng exhibi on showcasing the artwork of a
well-known ar st, Syed Muhammad Arif, reﬂec ng
the scenic tourism (northern parts, Kaghan Valley)
of Pakistan. A symbolic walk was staged from PUTA
Hall to Convoca on Hall at the University of
Peshawar to mark the day.

M

“Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has always
backed talent in the region and will con nue extending
its support to groups and individuals endeavouring to
uphold their tradi ons and project them in a posi ve
manner.”
The department is focused on exhaus ng its abili es to
promote the province as a safe haven for tourists and will
con nue to do so with the support of its people, he
added.
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Ladies

T

Meena Bazaar

ourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP),
in collabora on with the Interna onal Women's
Club, arranged a daylong event at Peshawar
Services Club on October 30, 2016.
The event was staged to showcase the cra of incredibly
talented females who desperately desired exposure and
required the support of notable organiza ons to gain
recogni on for their excep onal skills.
Naveeda Omar Baig, renowned social worker and an avid
supporter of women on every pla orm, inaugurated the
event. She was welcomed by Interna onal Women's Club
President Shaheena Usman alongside Rohi Zahir Shah,
Naz Ali, Noor Jahan Kha ak, Zahida Rauf, Naveed Shabbir
and other notables.
The Meena Bazaar housed around 45 diﬀerent
stalls of food, handicra s, clothing, jewelry,
beauty products besides a play area for
children.
The food stalls became the main a rac on at
the event and displayed a fulﬁlling assortment
of home-cooked delicious savory items that
intrigued visitors.The Interna onal Women's
Club, since its incep on in 1975, has been
ac vely suppor ng ventures and collec ng
funds for mul ple social projects. As a custom,
all the proceeds from the Meena Bazaar were
also directed towards a charitable
cause.Moreover, the par cipants highly
acknowledged the management's eﬀorts for
organizing a successful event and providing a
pla orm for home-based businesses and
a ributed apprecia on to the budding
entrepreneurs for their eﬀorts.
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promoting

Sikh Yatrees

religious tourism

in Peshawar – Promoting Religious Tourism

K

hyber Pakhtunkhwa has a rich history of impressive
civiliza ons res ng in its cradle through me and
leaving their mark on its soil. Among the many, that
walked these paths were followers of the Sikh faith who to
this day exist in numbers in this region.
A profound collec on of Sikh ar facts has been preserved
in the Peshawar Museum and many historical sites can be
found in the old city.
Eager to explore their heritage and learn more about their
historical presence in this area, a 40-member delega on of
Sikh Yatrees (pilgrims) from the United States, visited
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. During their 12-day stay in the
province, they were taken to religious places housed within
the walled city of Peshawar.
Celebra ng the birthday of Baba Guru Nanak and
observing their religious prac ces, the delega on arrived
in Peshawar a er praying at Panja Sahab in Hasanabdal.
The delega on was cordially welcomed by members of
Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) at
Peshawar Museum on November 11, 2016. They were
overwhelmed to witness a rare collec on of ar facts that
belonged to their religious elders.

SIKH DELEGATION VISITS

PESHAWAR,

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA,
PAKISTAN.

The Sikh delega on was all praises for the provincial government's eﬀorts for maintaining important sites and
preserving the connec on they have to this land. The group expressed special gra tude for the eﬀorts
extended by Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) and hoped that these cultural and religious es
could be further strengthened by future visits.
Speaking on the occasion, Tourism Informa on Centre General Manager Ali Syed said: “Thousands of Sikh
pilgrims come every year from all over the world and the government of Pakistan helps them in every regard
and treats them with respect and honour.”
Pakistan is not just home to the Islamic heritage but also hosts many other dominant religions of the world.
Building bridges by allowing religious travel and protec ng the sanc ty of their religious sites will not only help
with economic development but also project a so er image of Pakistan to the world.
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PARAGLIDING
Soaring through the Skies –
KP's rst Paragliding Extravaganza

P

aragliding is one of the most engaging adventure sports in recent mes and the best way to sa sfy
the adrenaline rush that seeps through the veins. The game is becoming the most sought out
recrea onal ac vity in the world.
To allow the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa a taste of this cap va ng sport, Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) collaborated with The Thrill Seekers Club & Wings Gliding Club to organize an event.
This was the ﬁrst event of its kind to be hosted in the region and it instantly a racted large numbers of
youth.
As the event was arranged for the general public at provincial level, registra ons came pouring in as excited
individuals were eager to experience the thrill ﬁrsthand.
A day prior to the event, an on-ground training session was arranged for the par cipants at Hayatabad
Sports Complex. To ensure smooth proceedings, top-notch ﬂight instructors briefed par cipants about the
safety standards and procedures. On November 13, 2016, a group of 20 eager par cipants gathered in the
Misri Banda area of Akora Kha ak town in Nowshera district. Many onlookers gushed in admira on as one
by one the paragliders bravely lunged into the air and successfully completed their ﬂights. Those a ending
the event appreciated Tourism Corpora on's eﬀorts in providing a healthy environment and suﬃcient
facili es for the paragliders aside from transport, food, and ﬁrst-aid kits.
Speaking on the occasion, Secretary Toursim, Muhammad Tariq Khan said that such events encouraged
youth's involvement in diﬀerent recrea onal ac vi es. Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
commi ed to providing best opportuni es to the public to progress in adventurous ac vi es in a relaxed
and friendly environment.

Their involvement in the adventure ac vity was seen as a posi ve
sign and a necessary boost required for the promo on of this
sport as a healthy and entertaining ac vity devoid of gender
discrimina on.
Speaking on the occasion, two paragliders, Aneela Tajik and
Momina Anees, expressed their excitement at successfully
comple ng their ﬂight and brushing aside the percep on that
women should be conﬁned to indoor sports.
Tourism Corpora on's Incharge Proper es Muhammad Usman
awarded souvenirs and cer ﬁcates to the par cipants. In his
concluding remarks, he expressed hope that such events would
help promote paragliding as a healthy adventure sport in the
province.
The third event of the series, held on 3rd and 4th of December
2016, had an interna onal presence as well. Muhammad Asif
Hasan Obi, a Bangladeshi paraglider, also par cipated in the event
along with other 18 male and female par cipants.
Two more events were held on the 16th and 17th of December
and 30th and 31st of December 2016, in Misri Banda Nowshera as
the sport gained popularity. Huge crowds backed the valiant
paragliders as they showcased their skills with the sport and
hoped that the Tourism Corpora on would con nue holding
similar events in the future to promote healthy sports in the
region.
He advised those interested in the adventure sport to contact the
department as it was oﬀering instruc onal and introductory
paragliding ﬂights and planning similar events in the future.
The schedule for future events was also revealed along with form
details and registra on procedures.
An overall successful venture, the highlight of the event was the
par cipa on of a female paraglider, Benazir, who soared into the
skies defying all stereotypes. Her eﬀorts were acknowledged by all
and her success story delivered as more female paragliders
par cipated in the next leg of the event that was started on Nov-19.

VIA KHYBER 16

VIA KHYBER 17

IMSciences Trip
to Peshawar Museum

Chinese Investors in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa –
Building a Tourism Haven
Realizing the scope of endless possibili es for tourism in the area,
Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) has ardently been
working to generate poten al opportuni es in the region. Their many
endeavors have set in mo on numerous successful plans that have
a racted investors to the area.
To further ins gate na onal and interna onal interest in projects within
the region, future proposals were discussed during a brieﬁng at the
Department of Tourism Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The provincial secretary for Tourism, Sports, Culture, Youth Aﬀairs,
Museum and Archaeology, Muhammad Tariq Khan, shared informa on
with the par cipants of the mee ng about the possible projects which
can be discussed with a delega on of Chinese investors.
The 18-member delega on represen ng the China Overseas Investors
Union (COIU) met the secretary on November 16, 2016 at the oﬃce of
TCKP. The oﬃcials who a ended the mee ng included TCKP Managing
Director Mushtaq Ahmed, Archaeology Director Abdul Samad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Board of Investment and Trade Secretary Nazeer Ahmed
Awan and Director Fakhr e Alam.
The delega on was briefed by Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed
regarding the upcoming projects. A total of 13 projects were discussed
that included Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's ﬁrst Camping Paradise Project, a
religious resort at Takht Bahi with a Muraqiba (medita on) center, a
religious and cultural corner, huts, spaciously-constructed mul ple halls
and a health unit among other things.
Special emphasis was given to adventure sports with plans to provide
water sports facili es at Kheshgi, River Kabul and the construc on of an
adventure theme park in Galiyat.
Other projects include excursion sites at Hund Village Swabi, renova on
of Ayubia Chairli in line with interna onal standards, a forest
adventure park in Shimla Hills in Abbo abad, water sports ac vi es at
Harnoi in Abbo abad, tourism village and base camp at Dadar District in
Mansehra, cable cars in Siri Paye in Shogran, hill resort for tourists in
Bahrain,Swat and construc on of tourist points and renova on of rest
houses in Beer Gali in Swabi district.
The Chinese delega on was greatly impressed by the department's
commitment to promote global tourism in the province and appreciated
the proposed projects that highlighted its cultural, religious and
archaeological heritage.
The province has great investment poten al and according to
Archeology Director Abdul Samad, 50 percent of the total 6,000
historical and archaeological sites found in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, have
strong linkages to the Chinese religion and culture.
Eﬀec ve planning of projects that trigger interna onal interest could be
a turning factor that would invite foreign investment in the area and
help improve the economy while promulga ng tourism opportuni es
for the region.

M

useums and historical landmarks serve as the more cap va ng libraries that store eras of
endearing history, crucial in maintaining a balance between what has been and what is to be. In
order to gain a thorough knowledge of the present, a strong connec on to one's roots is necessary.
To aware young genera on about their culture and history, TCKP arranged a study trip for students of
IMSciences Peshawar. On November 18, 2016, a group of students visited Peshawar Museum, Gor Khatri,
Sethi House and Masjid Mahabat Khan. Represen ng TCKP, Senior Consultant Zahoor Durrani briefed the
students about the precious ar facts and statues of the museum.
The province, he said, is bestowed with notable sites that stood as reminders of a glorious legacy. However,
been invisible to history enthusiasts and facing neglect from authori es, they were slowly ro ng away and
might soon be gone and forgo en. We were at a risk of losing a big chunk of our history if we did not seek out
these archaeological treasures and ignite an interest in keeping them restored for future genera ons, he
added. Students along with the representa ves from the oﬃce of research and commercializa on
acknowledged the eﬀorts of TCKP and suggested that such trips should be con nued in the future so that more
students get knowhow about valuable knowledge rela ng to the historical sites, ar facts, and culture of the
region. They were of the view that such steps were also essen al to help spread awareness about the
importance of history, explora on of archaeological sites and its preserva on.

VIA KHYBER 18

VIA KHYBER 19

F

ollowing the successful execu on of the ﬁrst train trip from
Pes h awa r to A o c k , To u r is m C o r p o ra o n Khy b er
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) once again collaborated with Pakistan
Railways for another exci ng train excursion on the November 20,
2016.
An impressive number of women, children, youth, photographers
and media-persons thronged the sta on for the exci ng ride where
they were cordially greeted by TCKP representa ves.

ATTOCK
KHURD
Railway Sta on

B

esides TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmad, TIC General
Manager Ali Syed, TCKP Consultant Zahoor Durrani and others
were also present at the opening ceremony of the train trip.
Member of the Na onal Assembly and Parliamentary Secretary, Fauzia
Bibi, was the chief guest on the occasion.
Expressing his gra tude at the impressive turnout, Mushtaq Ahmad said
TCKP provided women a unique opportunity to avail an ou ng while
simultaneously becoming aware of the rich heritage of the country.

A Journey through Time –

Attock Khurd Train Trip

VIA KHYBER 20

VIEW OF OLD VICTORIAN
RAILWAY STATION BUILT AROUND
1880 AT ATTOCK KHURD

VIA KHYBER 21

ATTOCK
KHURD
Railway Sta on

T

his me representa ves from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly rode the train with
families and tourists alike. Speaker of the
assembly, Asad Qaiser, admired the service standards
and TCKP's eﬀorts for making these trips a regular form
of entertainment for the people. This ini a ve would
promote the historical sites of the region and send a
peaceful image of the land which would boost tourism,
he said.
A deligh ul treat to experience the scenic beauty of the
passing landscape, a detailed guided tour of important
landmarks ending with a fun-ﬁlled ac vity session at the
bank of River Kabul, these train rides are designed to
oﬀer the complete entertainment package.

C

ommenced from Peshawar, the train ride took the par cipants through the old Victorian Railway
Sta on built in 1880 at A ock Khurd. A landmark des na on echoing historical value, A ock Khurd
enthralled the par cipants with its rich background and majes c architectural sites. The A ock Fort,
built by the Mughals in 1581, and Behram ki dari, located on the southern side of the Grand Trunk Road,
enthralled the par cipants as they were briefed on the historical signiﬁcance of these monuments.
To match the scenic landscape that captured their a en on, live instrumental music permeated through the
train, keeping the passengers amused.At the river bank, a number of merry ac vi es and treats awaited the
eager par cipants which they thoroughly enjoyed. TCKP had arranged a decent combina on of ac vi es that
included kite ﬂying, camel rides along the beach, tug of war, uphill race and archery.
Being an overall successful venture, the train trip to A ock Khurd quickly became a prac ce for the people of
Peshawar as the Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) arranged another trip on December 3,
2016.

VIA KHYBER 22

A HISTORICAL TRAIN JOURNEY TO
ATTOCK KHURD RAILWAY STATION

VIA KHYBER 23

Vintage Car Rally – Beauty on Wheels

T

he jaws dropping event of the world's
oldest classiest cars, parading the
streets of the historic city of Peshawar
was held on November 20, 2016.
The seventh Karachi to Khyber car rally, a joint
venture of Land Rover, Vintage Car Club
Pakistan and Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) began its journey from
Karachi on November 11, 2016. An assembly
of the most elegant cars ever designed, slowly
maneuvered its way through the country
making casual stops at Gambut, Rahimyar
Khan, Multan and Lahore. Star ng oﬀ as a
caravan of 15 cars, things became exci ng as
more car lovers joined in along the way. By
the me this rally reached Peshawar on
November 20, the number jumped to over
60. The rally was welcomed at the Peshawar
Garrison Services Club. The welcome party
included representa ves of the TCKP and
Land Rover. Abdul Munim, advisor to Chief
Minister for Tourism, was the chief guest.
Muhammad Tariq Khan, secretary for Sports,
To u r i s m , C u l t u re , A rc h a e o l o g y, a n d
Museums, termed the event as an
opportunity to project a posi ve image of
Pakistan across the globe.

VIA KHYBER 24

T

CKP General Manager Mushtaq Ahmed
highlighted the eﬀorts of the
corpora on for execu ng such events
and fes vals for the public. The main goal of
the event, he said, is to provide a pla orm for
all classic car enthusiasts around the country
and to a ract more visitors to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
President and Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer of the
Vintage Car Club Pakistan, Asim Durrani, said
that his club was the sole organiza on that
acknowledged the cars of the old era and
arranged events to create a common pla orm
for classic car fans.
The models showcased at the rally ranged
from the 1940s to 1980s and included marvels
like the Hupmobile, Rolls Royce Silver Wraith,
MGTD, Humber Hawk, Ford Thunderbird, Ford
Mustang, Aus n Mini, Alfa Romeo, Mercedes
108s, MGB, Aus n-Healey, MGA Roadster,
Chevrolet Corve e, Peugeot 404, Mini
Clubman 1275GT and others.
The cap va ng collec on of an que cars
remained in the city for a day and then
proceeded on to Khyber Riﬄe Mess,
Landikotal to take part in the closing
ceremony.

VIA KHYBER 25

RAFTING
KABUL
RIVER

A Day with the Waves – Rafting Event
In an a empt to break the monotony and
provide a wondrous opportunity to adrenaline
junkies to test their me le, Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in
collabora on with Adventure Edge Private
Limited put together a daylong ra ing ac vity
on November 27, 2016.
A unique event in the province, the ac vity
provided the par cipants with an opportunity
to paddle against the strong current of River
Kabul and travel from Jehangira to Old A ock
B r i d ge . A n ove r w h e l m i n g n u m b e r o f
adventure lovers, both male, and female,
turned up at the ac vity. They lauded TCKP's
ini a ve to provide adventure sports facili es
to the people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Secretary for Tourism, Sports, Youth Aﬀairs,
Culture and Archaeology, Muhammad Tariq
Khan, said: “The prime objec ve of organizing
a water ra ing ac vity is to provide
recrea onal opportunity to the general public
speciﬁcally youth. Been an adventurous and
p hys i ca l way to ex p l o re n at u re s u c h
opportuni es will be organized to facilitate
more people in the future as well.”
Besides Secretary for Tourism, other dignitaries present on
the occasion were Deputy Secretary for Tourism and Sports,
Adil Saﬁ, Nowshera Deputy Commissioner Sikander Zeehan
and Director of Adventure Edge Club, Khalid Khalil.
As an ini a ve to promote adventure sports in the region,
TCKP has been organizing mul ple adventure sports
opportuni es throughout the province. In this regard,
numerous events involving recrea onal and adventurous
ac vi es have been organized under TCKP's banner
including paragliding, ra ing, Safari Train Excursion,
informa ve visits to Peshawar Museum and historical sites,
foreign delega ons from France and the European Union
and visits of Sikh and Buddhist communi es to their
religious sites.
Many other exhilara ng and exci ng ac vi es are in the
pipeline and their details would be shared on the oﬃcial
website once they are ﬁnalized.
Female par cipa on in these events was appreciable as
women from all walks of life ac vely par cipated in the
ac vi es, tarnishing the fabric of established stereotypes.
Expressing their gra tude to TCKP's ini a ves to involve
women folk in such events, the women par cipants
expressed hope that such ac vi es would be organized on
regular basis.

Family Extravaganza - City Tour

Calligraphy

Exhibition in Russia

A

rt is the language of crea ve expression that allows an ar st to extend beyond the realm of reality and
explore limitless possibili es. However, there are some art forms that are custodians of a rich cultural
and religious heritage. The art of calligraphy reﬂects our social and cultural tones in a beau ful medley
of colors and cra .
A fascina ng depic on of Islamic culture, its representa on on an interna onal forum was a moment of pride
for Pakistanis back home when the work of a famous Pakistani ar st Syed Muhammad Arif was displayed at CCI
Fabrika Moscow. The weeklong exhibi on, started on November 26 2016, was organized by the CCI Fabrika
Moscow in collabora on with the TCKP.
The exhibi on received huge apprecia on from all quarters as the aesthe cally pleasing calligraphic pieces
appealed to art lovers and cri cs alike.
Literature pertaining to TCKP, Peshawar Museum and Directorate of Archaeology also fascinated the audience
who visited the exhibi on.
For the ﬁrst me in history, the provincial government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa extended full support to an art
exhibi on with the prime objec ve to promote a so er image of the region in the interna onal arena. The
exhibi on was inaugurated by Pakistan's ambassador to Russia. Speaking on the occasion, exhibi on
coordinator, Muhammad Arif Khan, appreciated the joint eﬀorts made by CCI Fabrika Moscow and TCKP,
considering them viable for future coopera on. The commitment shown by the organizers to promote art that
was a unique blend of cra and culture to help pave way for future collabora ons and cul vate tourism
opportuni es, he said.
Art promotes universal acceptance which should be u lized to strengthen mutual rela onships between the
two countries, he remarked.

M

useums and historical landmarks serve as the more cap va ng libraries that store eras of
endearing history, crucial in maintaining a balance between what has been and what is to be. In
order to gain a thorough knowledge of the present, a strong connec on to one's roots is
necessary. To aware young genera on about their culture and history, TCKP arranged a study trip for
students of IMSciences Peshawar. On November 18, 2016, a group of students visited Peshawar Museum,
Gor Khatri, Sethi House and Masjid Mahabat Khan. Represen ng TCKP, Senior Consultant Zahoor Durrani
briefed the students about the precious ar facts and statues of the museum.
The province, he said, is bestowed with notable sites that stood as reminders of a glorious legacy. However,
been invisible to history enthusiasts and facing neglect from authori es, they were slowly ro ng away and
might soon be gone and forgo en. We were at a risk of losing a big chunk of our history if we did not seek
out these archaeological treasures and ignite an interest
in keeping them restored for future genera ons, he
added. Students along with the representa ves from the
oﬃce of research and commercializa on acknowledged
the eﬀorts of TCKP and suggested that such trips should
be con nued in the future so that more students get
knowhow about valuable knowledge rela ng to the
historical sites, ar facts, and culture of the region.
They were of the view that such steps were also essen al
to help spread awareness about the importance of
history, explora on of archaeological sites and its
preserva on.

Art Beyound
Boundries

Exposure Trip
for Students
In an a empt to promote awareness among the youth
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa about the rich culture and
heritage of the region, a series of exposure trips were
planned by Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(TCKP) in collabora on with the Directorate of
Archaeology.
In the ﬁrst phase, a group of 150 female students from
various private schools was invited to Peshawar
Museum on November 30, 2016. During a lecture
delivered by the curator of the museum, the young
students were briefed about the valuable items and
an qui es displayed in the museum.
Walking through many galleries of the museum, their
interest directed them towards jewelry, musical
instruments, dresses, coins, weapons and other items
carefully preserved in the museum. Many students
were fascinated by the statue of Buddha and his stonecarved life story available in the museum.
The curator also briefed them about the museum's
history and its construc on in 1906 in the memory of
Queen Victoria. Currently, it houses over 14,000 items
including Gandhara sculptures, coins, manuscripts and
copies of the Holy Quran, inscrip ons, Kalash eﬃgies,
pain ngs of Mughal era and later periods, household
objects along with local and Persian handicra s.

He also informed them that out of 30 museums in
Pakistan, seven existed in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The
informa on provided by the curator captured the
a en on of the students who said that the opportunity
would go a long way in enhancing their knowledge about
their region and its history.
The girls were then escorted to experience life in the
walled city at Gor Khatri Complex where they showed
interest in historical ar facts and witnessed the magical
cra of local ar sans. The extravagant architecture of
Sethi House le them stunned as they admired the
intricate details carefully embedded in woodwork.
Another similar trip was arranged for the students of
Fron er Science Academy Hayatabad on December 8,
2016. As many as 50 female students accompanied by
their teachers visited Peshawar Museum, Gor Khatri and
Sethi House.
TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed said that such
trips would help students acquire due awareness about
their cultural heritage.

To generate youth's interest in their heritage and develop an apprecia on for local culture, the tourism
corpora on's has decided to expand the horizon of these visits to the outskirts of Peshawar and soon other
areas would be included in such trips.
The posi ve feedback and apprecia on received from students and teachers alike has strengthened the
department's belief that this is an interes ng take on teaching history. Such trips are helping students cul vate
their knowledge about their cultural iden ty and inspire them to guard and preserve their unique heritage.

T

ourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in collabora on with Directorate of Archaeology
and Heritage Company jointly organized a “Heritage Caravan” for the families of Punjab province and
federal capital Islamabad. The aim was to provide an opportunity to the people of these two areas to
explore the unique culture and tradi on of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The caravan was organized from
November 9 to 11, 2016.
Upon their arrival in Peshawar, the par cipants of the Heritage Caravan were greeted by Director of
Archaeology Dr. Abdul Samad and Tourism Informa on Center (TIC) General Manager Mohammad Ali Syed.
They were warmly welcomed and escorted to notable sites including the Peshawar Museum, Gor Khatri
and Sethi House where they were briefed about the historical signiﬁcance of these landmarks.

T

he members of the caravan listened in earnest as their guides informed them about the an que
valuables housed in Peshawar Museum and the cra of the sacred arts represented at Gor Khatri
Complex.
The Director of Archaeology, while speaking on the occasion, said TCKP has taken special a en on at
organizing mul ple tours for students, families and interna onal visitors.
The collabora on with the Heritage Company to invite families from other provinces to explore the rich culture
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will help eliminate the mispercep ons about the province and highlight its true
colours.
The province has an inexhaus ble poten al for tourism and the Tourism Department is working to exploit its
treasures so that more people are a racted to visit and understand the legacy of this land, he added.

4x4 Indus Jeep Rally - Crossing the Mighty River

N

othing beats the
sensa on of tes ng your
limits and jumping out of
your comfort zone to experience
real thrill. The nail-bi ng
excitement witnessed at the
annual Indus Jeep Race is one such
ac vity that has gained much hype
of the adventure enthusiasts.
Organized by Tourism Corpora on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in
collabora on with Fron er 4X4
Club it has become the most
highly an cipated event of the
year, amassing a large crowd eager
to witness the ac on.
The exhilara ng roar of mighty
machines excited the onlookers as
the riders assembled at the bank
of River Indus near Swabi
Interchange on December 18,
2016.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Speaker Asad Qaiser made the
formal inaugura on as the riders
geared up and revved their rides
into ac on. Other dignitaries
present at this exhilara ng event
included Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Senior Minister for Health Sharam
Khan Tarakai, TCKP Managing
Director Mushtaq Ahmed,
Director of Archaeology Dr
Samad, Khyber Agency Poli cal
Agent Khalid Mehmood,
Peshawar Deputy Commissioner
Riaz Mehsud, Swabi Deputy
Commissioner Ma ullah Khan, TIC
General Manager Muhammad Ali
Syed and president of Fron er 4X4
Club, Babar Khan, among others.

A

sad Qaiser lauded the TCKP for its eﬀorts for organizing such
events that a ract crowds and help encourage adventure
sports in the region. Such ac vi es, he said, can lure more
tourists and provide income opportuni es to the local populace of
Swabi. He added that the provincial government was itself making
strenuous eﬀorts to promote tourism and sports in the province.
The race commenced as 150 power packed machines advanced across
a rugged rough track of stones and rocks and jumped head ﬁrst into the
mighty Indus River. The feat to cross the river in the shortest me span
proved tough for many riders as only a few managed to stand against
the reckless de.
I ikhar Zareen clinched the ﬁrst spot as others followed suit. Prizes
were awarded to winners to acknowledge their valor. Senior Minister
for Health Sharam Khan Tarakai termed such pla orms as posi ve
indicators of a budding and tourism-friendly Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Talking to media TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed said that the
tourism department was working towards the right goals and arranging
successful ventures that reﬂect a posi ve image of the province.

Exhibi on for a cause

“We the People,
We the Arts”
Promoting Zero Hunger through Visual Arts
50 Years of Swiss Development
Cooperation in Pakistan

T

he crowd at Nishtar Hall Peshawar gawked in admira on at thought-provoking art pieces that graced the
walls of the hall from 20th to 24th December 2016. To mark the 50 years of Swiss Agency for
Development and Coopera on (SDC) coopera on with Pakistan, the four-day exhibi on was organized
by the SDC and the Embassy of Switzerland in partnership with the United Na ons Informa on Centre and
Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP).
Young ar sts from ﬁve art schools across the country were invited to design their art pieces in the 'We the
People, We the Arts' compe on, reﬂec ng the theme of zero hunger. The works were then presented before
a jury comprising Swiss and interna onal art experts.
As many as 23 pieces qualiﬁed for the ﬁnal exhibi on and availed this unique opportunity to gain display
opportunity at the interna onal level.
Speaking on the inaugural day, Swiss Ambassador Marc P. George appreciated the provincial government's
eﬀorts to address a serious issue, saying that it demanded serious considera on from all quarters.
This exhibi on also provided the perfect opportunity for local talent to experiment visual arts and display their
skills before an interna onal audience.
Stefanie Burri, head of SDC, said: “Switzerland, through this art compe on, aims to bring in the limelight the
crea ve, ar s c and innova ve skills of Pakistani youth.”
Vi orio Cammarota, director of United Na ons Informa on Centre, said: “Young people are innova ve and
crea ve problem-solvers and they are the key to helping communi es and improving the long-term wellbeing
of all ci zens.”
He added that eﬀorts should be con nued to encourage ini a ves that engage and empower youth, as they
are a source of social cohesion that will help Pakistan navigate through diﬃcult mes and achieve a be er
future for all.
Represen ng the government's stance on the occasion, TCKJP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed said that
the event projected their commitment to unite with the UN and SDC in comba ng the menace of hunger and
poverty.

The Colours of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa –
Longest Painting Project
Endorsing the universal medium of art to broadcast a message of peace and harmony to
the interna onal arena, a promo onal event of epic propor ons was organized at Nishtar
Hall, Peshawar on December 21, 2016. Dozens of ar sts thronged the venue to be a part of
this historic event and express their sen ments on canvas.
University of Peshawar's Fine Arts Department in collabora on with Tourism Corpora on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), Interna onal Watercolor Society and Swiss Development
Corpora on (SDC) successfully held the event.
The idea was to gather a massive number of ar sts under one roof to a empt a
masterpiece that delivers an apt cultural representa on of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Event organizer, Ali Sajid, expressed his excitement at the overwhelming turnout and
hoped that the event would a ract considerable recogni on on na onal and interna onal
forums. “The event would not only help generate a so er image of this region but also
provide local talent a pla orm to showcase their abili es,” he added.
Sadia Riaz, head of Fine Arts Department at University of Peshawar, Swabi Campus briefed
the media about the event's purpose, saying that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a land of ethereal
beauty and its people are gi ed with endless poten al.
The region, she said, has been denied its due recogni on owing to the dominant
mispercep on of lawlessness and lack of support from the media. “We are guardians of a
rich heritage and through our brushes and colours we plan to show the world the true
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,” Sadia added.
Interna onally acclaimed painter, Ajab Khan, also graced the event with his presence who
showered praise on the organizers of the ini a ve. These are uncertain mes and this
region needs a powerful representa on from all quarters, he said. “It is prudent that we do
our part in presen ng a posi ve image and show the world the poten al and possibili es
budding in this land.”
Aside from ar sts and notables gathered, people from all walks of life turned up to support
the par cipants and complimented the ﬁnished masterpiece as it showcased a striking
blend of Pakhtun culture, diverse in its execu on yet united by a strong cultural legacy.

A

ll eyes rested on the aesthe cally-adorned pavilion of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on December 25, 2016, at
the Jinnah Conven on Center Islamabad. The pavilion set up by Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa at (TCKP) the two-day Dawn Lifestyle Expo 2016 housed 10 stalls, highligh ng local
ar sans and handicra s represen ng the various areas of the province. The colourful display quickly caught
a en on as a huge number of visitors were found swarming around the pavilion, interested in the products
that portrayed the rich cultural tones of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

T

he stalls showcased an impressive collec on of handicra s, embroidery, gemstones, Peshawari caps,
wax pain ng, metalwork, wood carving, artwork, calligraphy, ring making, Chitrali Pa , Gandhara Art,
Charsadda chappal, Parunay (shawl), po ery work, Swa shawls, Hazara Jis Shawl and Mo work. A
special stall was also set up by the Wildlife Department of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to educate visitors about the
fascina ng wildlife inhabi ng the region and the step it has taken to preserve it.
Moreover, the Tourism Informa on stall handed out viable informa on in the form of brochures, postcards,
posters and compact travel guides about striking travel des na ons.
Represen ng Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), its Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed Khan,
General Manager Sajjad Hameed, Director Culture Ajmal Khan, and Dr Abdul Samad from the Directorate of
Archaeology and other oﬃcials were also present at the venue.

Dawn Lifestyle Expo 2016

C

onsidering it a wondrous opportunity to en ce the public interest in local tourism, Managing Director
Mushtaq Ahmed said that the department encouraged all such cultural ac vi es which a ract tourists
to the beauty and cultural heritage of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
“The aim of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pavilion is to promote tourism and culture in the region and portray a
so er image of our province,” he said.
General Manager Sajjad Hameed expressed his pleasure over the response recorded at the stalls and termed it
a suitable opportunity to invite people of all ages from all over the world to explore the scenic sites and rich
culture of the province.
Apart from cultural stalls, a rac ve setups such as a Qahwa Khana, Rabab Mangay tradi onal music, and a
cultural troupe was also arranged for the crowd's amusement.

Peace Family
Gala
Nowshera

To bid adieu to 2016 and welcoming the next year with a series of fun-ﬁlled ac vi es, a three-day family gala
concluded on January 1, 2017 at the historic Jinnah Park in Nowshera Cantonment.
A joint venture of Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), district administra on and Pakistan Army,
the gala was successful in a rac ng thousands to the fes vi es.
Minister for Excise and Taxa on Mian Jamsheduddin Kakakhel along with Nowshehra District Nazim Liaquat
Kha ak and Sta on Commander Brigadier Syed Muzammil Hussain Shah inaugurated the event.
To keep the massive crowd engaged and entertained, an exci ng assortment of ac vi es was lined up for the
day. A music and culture show cap vated the audience as famous singers like Zeek Afridi, Zar Sanga, Bakh ar
Kha ak, Meena Gul, Fayyaz Kheshgi livened the stage with their performances. Tradi onal Rabab and Mangay
music, as well as folk music, also moved the crowd.
The gala housed over 40 stalls set up by various government departments. The one established by the orphan
children of Ummah Welfare Trust was the most visited among them all.
To add the spark of Pakhtun culture to the day, numerous stalls displayed handicra s mirroring the dis nc ve
colours of local ar sans. Items such as the Chitrali Pa cap, waistcoat, Swa shawls, Charsadda chappal,
lacquer art, stone carving, and handmade jewelry among other things grasped considerable a en on.

Nowshera Deputy Commissioner Khwaja Muhammad Sikander Zeeshan and District Police Oﬃcer Wahid
Mahmood were invited as chief guests on the second day of the gala. TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed
was also present on the occasion.
Students from diﬀerent schools and colleges par cipated in Qirat and Naat compe ons. Interes ng games
were also enjoyed by the youngsters while a carefully assembled kids playland kept the li le ones busy.
At the closing ceremony, Nowshera District Police Oﬃcer Wahid Mahmood distributed shields and
commenda on cer ﬁcates among the par cipants and organizers. Media and security personnel also received
honorary prizes.
He applauded the eﬀorts of the organizers for successfully managing the three-day event for and providing
healthy entertainment for families.
TCKP and Pakistan Railways were also lauded for arranging a Safari Train Trip on January 1, 2017. A special train
ride took families along the old railway tracks as they explored historical sites and enjoyed ac vi es near the
bank of River Kabul.
In the spirit of new year, families hooted and howled in excitement as the train charged through seven tunnels
and passed several sites including Nishtar Hall, Peshawar High Court, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly, Radio
Pakistan, Peshawar City Railway Sta on, Military Repository, Tarnab Farm, Akora Kha ak, Khairabad Railway
Sta on, Begum ki Sarai, A ock Tomb, Behram ki Baradari and the Grand Trunk Road.
Sa sﬁed by the arrangements, the management's eﬀorts were welcomed by the par cipants and everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the three-day celebra ons. Everyone hoped that such events would become an annual
happening for the locals, providing them fun-ﬁlled opportuni es to enjoy with their loved ones and generate
tourism in the province.

TCKP Participate in International Tourism Trade
Fair (FITUR), Spain
Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) always strives to highlight the poten al for tourism
industry in the province. In such an a empt to a ract global a en on towards its poten al as a promising
tourist des na on, TCKP par cipated in Interna onal Tourism Trade Fair (FITUR), Spain.
The event was held in Feria de Madrid, Spain, from January 18 to 22, 2017 with the aim to provide professionals
from the world of tourism with the best tools and a commendable workspace to tackle current challenges.
The event was aimed at beneﬁ ng the tourism industry by giving opportunity to countries across the world to
showcase their poten al through tour operators, travel agencies, courier companies, representa ves of
hotels, leisure and culture contractors, residen al tourism ﬁrms, media representa ves, government oﬃcials,
representa ves of tourism boards and member of trade associa ons.
The Pakistani delega on was headed by Advisor to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister for Tourism Abdul
Munim. He expressed his hope that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's immense growth and investment poten al would
acquire interna onal recogni on and a ract a larger number of foreign tourists to explore its exo c loca ons.
“Our province is a peaceful des na on for foreigners, which is blessed with fascina ng landscape adorned
with a unique culture and tradi on”, said Muhammad Tariq, provincial secretary for Tourism and Culture. To
facilitate tourism in the region, he added, the provincial government has withdrawn the condi on of acquiring
No-Objec on Cer ﬁcate (NOC) for interna onal tourists who intend to visit the scenic areas located in Swat,
Chitral and elsewhere in Malakand Division. By taking such ini a ves the government is trying to project a
posi ve and so image of the province to the outer world, he said.
The provincial government and the Department of Tourism understand the importance of interna onal
pla orms to advocate its case and project the tourism poten al of the province. The oﬃcials' involvement in
the interna onal tourism trade fair and their a empts at encouraging interna onal tour operators to bring
cultural and mountaineering expedi ons to Pakistan highlights the TCKP's strenuous eﬀorts for the promo on
of tourism industry.
TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmad Khan shed light on the eﬀec ve plans implemented by the
department in recent years to broadcast the rich tourism resorts, rivers, springs, green ﬁelds, mountains and
other scenic spots found in abundance in the province.
A presenta on lis ng some investment projects for the promo on of sustainable tourism in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa intrigued the audience. The long and short-term projects included a tourism resort at
archaeological ruins, adventure theme park at Galiyat, recrea onal water sports facility, outsourcing of tourist
rest houses, establishment of cable cars and chairli s as per interna onal standards, se ng up of tourist
village and basecamp etc. The presenta on was well received and a delega on of the Spanish Tourism showed
interest to invest in such tourism-related projects in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
TCKP also established a stall to distribute promo onal items such as brochures, travel guides pertaining to
diﬀerent tourist and cultural des na ons, postcards, and posters amongst the visitors.

International
Cultural Exchange Programme

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tourism Corpora on (TCKP) in joint collabora on with the Computer Society of
University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar and the Bri sh Council Pakistan organized an
educa onal tour on social awareness and indigenous culture by the name of “Exploring the Unexpected.”
The tour included a group of foreign students and members of the Computer Society UET Peshawar, which was
aimed at engaging students in mul ple ac vi es that cul vated posi ve sen ments and triggered their
impulse to act as a produc ve ci zen of society. Moreover, their interac on with foreign students provided
them an opportunity to communicate at a higher level and learn to work in harmony to succeed in any given
scenario.
The four-day ac vity programme charted out for the par cipants included collabora ons for diﬀerent social
projects, daily ac vi es and explora on trips to Nathia Gali, Changla Gali, Murree and Islamabad.
Adventure sports like trekking and hiking tested their me le and their team-building skills. The ac vi es were
followed by a bonﬁre and bar-b-que night to entertain and acquaint the foreign students with the local musical
trends as they munched on tasty treats.
The students were awarded gi bags and prizes when they visited TCKP stalls at a local hotel in Islamabad.
Designed to ins gate na onal awareness among the youth to uphold their cultural values and posi vely
project them in the interna onal arena, the cultural exchange programme proved to be a successful venture.
Not only it provided na onal students with an opportunity to broaden their understanding and act as
responsible individuals but also introduced foreign students with the wondrous sights and the promising
poten al prevalent in our region.

S

triving to restore the grandeur of the region and facilita ng locals with opportuni es to entertain
themselves through healthy compe on, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), in
collabora on with the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cycling Associa on (KPCA) and Pakistan Cycling Federa on,
organized the Second Tour de Galiyat Cycling Race.
The three-day event started on February 10, 2017 invited cyclists to compete in a thrilling race, maneuvering
their way across a breathtaking terrain. The par cipants had to cover a total distance of 178 km from Peshawar
to Islamabad, 144 km from Islamabad to Abbo abad and 32 km from Abbo abad to the ﬁnishing point at the
scenic loca on in Nathia Gali.

T

he ﬁnal run en ced the adventurous riders to take on a more challenging route and push their limits to
paddle their way to Nathia Gali, a resort town nestled atop a mountain range. In a close ba le between
riders from Wapda, Najeebullah ﬁnally succeeded in making it to the ﬁnish line ﬁrst.
A colourful closing ceremony was also held wherein Advisor to Chief Minister on Higher Educa on Mushtaq
Ghani was the chief guest. He awarded trophies and prizes to the winner and runner-ups. He was greatly
impressed by the steps taken to ensure smooth proceedings throughout the race.
The organizers had gracefully upheld their stance to present a favorable image of the land and project it as a
suitable terrain for healthy outdoor ac vi es. He also assured the provincial government's assistance for
healthy ac vi es as part of their plans to promote and support sports and tourism in the province.
The Pakistan Sports Board also extended its services and support to the cyclists and announced the
commencement of training camps to polish talent and train sportsmen to compete on interna onal level.
Prominent among the notables present on the occasion were Khyber Pakthunkhwa Assembly member Amna
Sardar. Addressing the event, she expressed the hope to extend the event beyond the na onal borders next

Whilst being a wondrous opportunity to promote
adventure sports in the region, the event was meant to
project a peaceful impression of the province and a ract
interna onal tourists to the picturesque landscape.
An overwhelming number of 110 cyclists from 11 teams
signed up to compete in the race. These cyclists hailed
from Federally-Administered Tribal Areas (FATA),
Balochistan, Wapda, Pakistan Army, Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC) Karachi, Higher Educa on Commission
(HEC), and Pakistan Ordinance Factory (POF). Adding
interna onal ﬂavor to the race, a group of six cyclists
from Afghanistan also par cipated in the event under
the banner of the Afghanistan Cycling Federa on.
The opening ceremony was a colourful extravaganza
witnessed by important dignitaries, sports lovers, and
government oﬃcials. Secretary for Sports, Tourism,
Culture, Youth Aﬀairs, Archaeology and Museums, Tariq
Khan, along with Pakistan Cycling Federa on SecretaryGeneral Syed Azhar Ali Shah, and KPCA President Nisar
Ahmed were also present on the occasion. The
ceremony was inaugurated by Advisor to Chief minister
on Tourism Abdul Munim.
The race commenced from Hayatabad Sports Complex
as enthusias c cyclists lunged into ac on and dashed
across the roads of Peshawar making their way to the
capital city Islamabad. SSGC's Rizwan grabbed the ﬁrst
spot as Wapda's Najeebullah and Nisar Ahmed followed
suit.
The second phase of the race began from the Islamabad
Sports Complex as cyclists geared up to travel a steep
road up to Abbo abad. Pakistan Sports Board (PSB)
Director General Dr. Akhtar Ganjera was the chief guest
at ceremony of the second phase of the race.
A er a strenuous ba le up the road to the beau ful hill
sta on of Abbo abad, Nisar Ahmed from Wapda
secured ﬁrst place. The par cipants were greeted by
representa ves of TCKP and treated to a pleasant
recep on.

Upholding the Rich Heritage of the Land

“Mela Yaran”

N

a ons that take pride in safeguarding their cultural values and tradi onal legacy last longer in the
stretch of me. Reﬂec ng on the ideals to honor and protect the rich vibrant culture dominant in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a three-day Heritage Fes val was organized by Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) and Pakistan Na onal Council of Arts from 17th to 19th February, 2017.
The event highlighted the unique blend of cultural trends prevalent in the province through various displays
and a rac ve exhibi ons.
Advisor to Prime Minister on Culture Irfan Siddique and Na onal Council of Arts Director General Jamal Shah
inaugurated the event. They were pleased to see the overwhelming number of patricipants gathered to
witness the happenings of the day. They said that the government was taking eﬀec ve steps to protect and
promote the vibrant culture of the country.

T

CKP set up a wide array of skillfully decorated stalls displaying local instruments like Rabab Mangay,
cultural a res, wood products, po ery items, Kailashi handicra s and a pavilion of Tourism Informa on
Center's. A documentary showcasing the breathtaking scenic loca ons in the region, specially made for
the event was displayed on large LCDs to educate visitors about pleasurable tourist des na ons.
The fes val also hosted stalls from Sindh, Punjab, Gilgit-Bal stan and Balochistan, honouring their dis nc ve
pa erns.
Aside from the cultural stalls that grabbed a en on, visitors also showed their interest in the stalls displaying
arts and cra s, home decor, books and savory food items. The children were excited to dive into the playland
established for their entertainment and enjoyed the circus and puppet show that took place later in the event.
A pain ng exhibi on revealing cultural vibes through a medley of vivid images appeased the onlookers.
Diﬀerent seminars were also held to educate people on the importance of keeping their cultural iden ty alive
and booming.
The ﬁnale of the fes val was a cultural fashion show where models walked the ramp in lavishly-embellished
dresses showcasing the works of upcoming designers.

W

ith the global warming crisis dangling above our heads and the ever-rising pollu on dilemma that
aﬀects all mankind, eco-friendly ini a ves are the need of the day. To raise awareness about the
importance of plants as puriﬁers and to promote the art of landscaping, Tourism Corpora on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) joined hands with Astognah Creators to organize a workshop on Gardens and
Gardening at Nishtar Hall on February 23, 2017.
The informa ve workshop was a ended by a large number of university students and hor culturalists. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Secretary for Sports, Tourism, Archaeology, Museum, Youth Aﬀairs & Culture, Muhammad Tariq,
was the chief guest. He was accompanied by Prof Haﬁz Inayatullah of the University of Agriculture Peshawar
and Astognah Creators Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer Shahana Mehmood.
Expressing their views on the occasion, the speakers shed light on the importance of trees, ﬂowers, and
greenery. They urged the par cipants to landscape their backyards and develop the habit to plant more trees
in the spring season. Plan ng trees and suppor ng an eco-friendly environment is the only viable solu on to
the pollu on calamity, they remarked.
To further mo vate people to adopt the hor cultural prac ces and play their part in crea ng a green
environment, the organizers announced a compe on to crown the best home gardens in the city. Interested
par cipants were invited to send in informa on and pictures of their landscaping projects which were than
evaluated by a panel of professionals.

LIVE FOR
WINTER

O

nce left scarred in the aftermath of a devastating war, Swat Valley began its slow ascent from the
ashes when the provincial government launched a series of restoration projects in the area.
In September 2016, the most anticipated tourist site in Swat was opened for public, the exotic
Malam Jabba ski resort. A victim of the terrorist onslaught in the area, the original structure was burned
down by militants. However, Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) developed an eﬀective
plan for its restoration and inaugurated the resort with a newly-installed chairlift and two 800-meter long ski
runs.

T

SWAT
SNOW
FESTIVAL

hough the inauguration triggered tourism in the area, the real goal was to attract domestic and foreign
skiers and revive winter sports at the resort. Therefore, to entice adventure junkies to the resort,
TCKP joined hands with the Swat District administration to organize a three-day snow festival from
3rd to 5th March, 2017.
The snow festival featured exciting opportunities for adventure sports like skiing, skating, tobogganing,
tubing, and many other snow-related activities. Food and cultural stalls embellished in traditional designs
showcased local cuisines and craft.
Professional skiers, adventure seekers along with domestic and foreign tourists thronged the peaks of Malam
Jabba and gathered to relish in the festivities.
TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed expressed his exhilaration at witnessing the overwhelming
numbers of visitors. He marked it as a proud moment for the tourism department and the provincial
government as their eﬀorts to ward oﬀ the menace of terrorism from the area and project a soft image of the
land garnered desired success.
Local and national skiers amazed the audience with their skills on the ski slopes and applauded the quality
arrangements. They hoped that soon these hills would be ﬂooded with professional skiers from around the
world and play host to international skiing tournaments.
Speaking at the closing ceremony, Advisor to Chief Minister on Tourism Abdul Munim stated that the
success of the Swat Festival bore proof to the stance that Swat is safe for tourists and invites them to explore
its beautiful valleys and scenic landscape. The ski resort is a state-of-the-art structure and once completed it
will be capable of holding national and international skiing events thereby promoting adventure sports and
tourism in the region.

T

Photo Exhibition Depicting

HUMAN
STORIES

o demonstrate the issues aﬀecting our society through the medium of art, a week-long photo exhibition
was organized at Nishtar Hall Peshawar. The event was a joint venture organized by the Tourism
Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), Directorate of Culture, European Union, UN Information
Centre, Embassy of France, UK Aid and the Agency France Press.
The exhibition held from March 10 to 17, 2017 was planned to highlight poverty, hunger, gender inequality,
injustice, climate change and 17 other development goals in Pakistan.
Mirroring the theme “Human Stories through Photography”, harsh social realities were captured through lens
and pinned in the corridors of Nishtar Hall. A large number of students, art critics and visitors came in attendance
to admire the 102 professional photographs.
Sports, Tourism and Culture Secretary Muhammad Tariq, TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed, United
Nations Department of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Director General Muhammad Luqman,
Development and Culture Corporation Counselor Andray Debozy, Agency France Press Bureau Chief for
Pakistan and Afghanistan, Amelie Herenstein and United Nations Information Centre Director Vitorio
Cammarota joined hands in the formal ribbon-cutting ceremony.
Speakers at the event hoped that the exhibition would truly serve the purpose of spreading awareness among the
people about these prevailing issues. Addressing the youth gathered at the event, they urged them to play their
role in eliminating these evils from society.
The speakers applauded the government's eﬀorts to work towards eradicating these social evils and providing
better facilities for quality education, healthcare, clean drinking water, better employment opportunities, viable
economics, cheap energy, infrastructure, climate change, sustainable development and others.
Tourism and Culture Secretary Muhammad Tariq said: “Our government is making strenuous eﬀorts to achieve
the 17 goals set under the UN SDGs. They are now our national goals and agenda of change for the better future
of our people.”
TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed shed light on the steps taken by the Corporation to endorse the cause
and arrange platforms to promote tourism and sports activities in the province.

Zip-lining - Gliding down the Slopes in Style

I

ntroducing the entertainment-starved locals of Peshawar city to
another exhilarating adventure sport that is bound to attract
enthusiastic daredevils, Tourism Corporation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(TCKP), in collaboration with Adventure Club, organized a series of
Zip-lining activities at Hayatabad Sports Complex.
Originally born out of necessity to transport heavy objects down hilly
slopes, zip-lining soon transitioned into a sport enjoyed by adventure
enthusiasts around the globe. The mechanism of the zip-line basically
involves a pulley suspended on a cable mounted on a slope where gravity
intervenes and pushes a person down at an exciting speed.
The ﬁrst event in the series of three was organized from 19th - 20th
February, 2017. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tourism, Sports, Culture & Youth
Aﬀairs Secretary Muhammad Tariq inaugurated the event.
Speaking on the occasion, he expressed satisfaction at the eﬀorts made
by TCKP to introduce adventure sports in the province. Since 2016 the
department had successfully held adventure sports events at diﬀerent
destinations of the province. Sports like paragliding and rafting had
already gained popularity among spectators and participants alike and
the department planned to continue the promotion of sports and tourism
through arranging such recreational opportunities for the locals.
He further added that TCKP was ardently at work to upgrade tourist
spots in the province with modern day-to-day facilities to lure domestic
and foreign tourists. Their goal is to provide quality leisure activities to
visitors in the midst of exotic locations.
TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmed, Adventure Club chief
Khalid Khan and other notable oﬃcials watched in admiration as over
100 eager youth, both male and female, attempted the activity.
Each participant climbed a 40 feet high pedestal and came down 10 feet,
covering a 100-metre distance in the process. Sharing their views after
the activity, many deemed it as an intoxicating experience.
Member of a Turkish family also attempted zip-lining and applauded
TCKP's initiative to launch and promote adventure sports at local level.
The second phase of the event was arranged on 25th and 26th February
2017 where more people appeared in attendance and attempted to jump
the line. Spectators boosted and applauded the valor of the participants.
At the last event held from 4th-5th March 2017, children also took to the
high pedestal and came down the line, gushing with excitement. The
organizers were showered with appreciative feedback and many hoped
that similar events would become a permanent feature of their activities.

Women's Trade Fair

Rising Entrepreneurs

Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), in
collaboration with Tourism Corporation Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) and the Women Chamber of
Commerce, organized a two-day event at Shiraz Arena
in Peshawar Cantonment on 14th and 15th March, 2017.
The fourth Women Trade Fair was aimed at providing a
strong platform for business-oriented and skilled
women to showcase their abilities and to encourage
them to market their products.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Pervez Khattak,
the chief guest, inaugurated the fair. He assured
complete support of the provincial government to rising
entrepreneurs and encouraged women to step forth and
play their part as productive citizens of society.
He added that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government had
constituted a committee for giving a one-window
facility to business women to help boost trade and
business activities. “Our government has already
announced a comprehensive policy for women
entrepreneurs besides giving ﬁve per cent relief in the
markup on loans.”
Women Chamber of Commerce President Shamama
Arbab, Senior Vice President Iqbal Bano, TCKP
M a n a g i n g D i r e c t o r M u s h t a q A h m e d , Tr a d e
Development Authority Pakistan Director Sariruddin,
Sarhad Chamber of Commerce & Industry President
Muhammad Afzal and other oﬃcials were present on
the occasion.
The established stalls showcased cultural and
traditional products namely handicraft, clothing,
gemstones, handmade jewelry, stone jewelry, leather
products, mosaic work, jute work, purses and clutches,
beauty products, bed sheets, baby clothing, toys,
kitchen utensils, food items etc.
Folk singers entertained the audience with their
melodious tunes as beautiful models walked the ramp
exhibiting intricately designed dresses. The aroma of
local food pervaded the atmosphere as the fair hit its
peak.
Women entrepreneurs from Peshawar, Swat,
Abbottabad, Mansehra, Haripur, Mardan, Bannu, Dera
Ismail Khan, Chitral, Gilgit Baltistan and other major
cities of the country participated in the trade fair.
They appreciated the organizers for providing them the
space to exhibit their talent and receive
acknowledgment for their eﬀorts.
Oﬃcials of Women Chamber of Commerce said that
they would continue supporting women entrepreneurs
in their endeavors to build a sound business for
themselves and help them exhibit their work in the
national and international markets.

“Culture Awareness Day”

T

at IM Studies

o urge the youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to uphold their cultural values and develop an endearing
a achment to their roots, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) collaborated with
IMStudies, University of Peshawar to hold a Culture Awareness Day.
The event was held in IM Studies on March 21, 2017. Dean of the department, Ms. Bushra graced the occasion
as chief guest and Zahoor Durrani, consultant at TCKP accompanied her. Teachers and other important oﬃcials
were also present on the occasion.
Enjoying a break from the monotonous classroom rou ne, students turned up in numbers to witness the day's
ac vi es. A collec on of colorful programmes was arranged for their entertainment.
The students relished in the mouth-watering local treats and danced to the classical tune of Rabab Mangay.
Many students dolled up in tradi onal a re and walked the ramp to showcase their regional colours and
intricate local pa erns.
To educate them about their cultural heritage and their
responsibility as future torchbearers of this legacy, TCKP
screened an informative documentary for the students. It
had also set up a stall of Tourist Information Center for the
visitors where pamphlets, brochures and banners listing
details of important archaeological, historical and tourist
sites in the province were displayed.
Speakers on the occasion stressed the need for holding
similar activities to inform the youth of their social
responsibility whilst providing them opportunities to
express their enthusiasm.

Travel Diaries
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4X4
JEEP RALLY KOHAT

T

o commemorate Pakistan Day on March 23, 2017 and mark the yearly celebra ons in style, Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) joined hands with Fron er 4X4 Club to bring the high road
ac on to Kohat.
With the immense popularity garnered by the Jeep Rally in the past years, it seemed a wonderful opportunity
to introduce the sport in the scenic Kohat region and promote the beau ful landscape.
An impressive number of 100 vehicles of the Fron er 4X4 Club, Four Jeeps belonging to the Islamabad Jeep
Club, three vehicles represen ng the 4 Wheelers Club and 10 amateur riders competed in the race. An online
ming system was also introduced to me the 9-kilometre race track.

To watch the exci ng rally making its way through rugged roads and a challenging rocky terrain, many
enthusias c sports admirers gathered at Tanda Dam. They were thrilled to note that apart from the Jeep Rally,
TCKP had also made arrangements for water sports (Ra ing), kite ﬂying and archery. A special musical show
showcasing Rabab Mangay's melodious notes intoxicated the ambiance of the fes vi es.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Member Ziaullah Bangash was the chief guest on the occasion. He appreciated
the arrangements, saying that such events will promote sports and tourism in Kohat. He applauded the
Tourism Department's eﬀorts to iden fy and develop scenic loca ons in the province on modern lines to
facilitate tourists.
Tourism, Culture & Sports Secretary Muhammad Tariq, Kohat Deputy Commissioner Akmal Khan and Fron er
4X4 Club President Babar Khan were also present on the occasion.
Everyone gawked in admira on as many riders showcased their skills on the rough track while many failed to
make it to the ﬁnish line. Prizes and shields were awarded to the winners to applaud their valour and sheer
determina on.

“Change Pakistan”
Conference - Paving Way for Youth

A

cknowledging the importance of youth's representa on in na on-building and encouraging their
involvement in devising future strategies, a conference tled “Change Pakistan” was organized at
Shiraz Arena in Peshawar on March 28, 2017. The conference was jointly organized by Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Informa on Technology Board and Jump Start
Organiza on. An impressive number of dignitaries, business tycoons, oﬃcials and university students
a ended the conference which stressed the need to impart training and provide employment and business
opportuni es to the youth of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq Ahmad was the chief
guest on the occasion. In his speech, he said TCKP always made eﬀorts to involve youth in the development
process by equipping them with the necessary tools to play their responsible role in society.
Speakers at the conference stressed the need to imply technological solu ons to tackle youth issues.
Represen ng the Jump Start Organiza on, its Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer, Khurram Mujtaba, and president of the
Peshawar chapter, Muhammad Arshad, enlisted 400 issues currently faced by the public that can easily be
resolved through technology. The conference oﬀered companies a pla orm to exhibit their products, designed
to help the youth in addressing their issues. An online transporta on service “Wheels” was launched for the
people of Peshawar. The app allows consumers to avoid the hassle of hailing cabs on the busy roads and book
one for themselves in the comfort of their home.
University students were also provided the opportunity to showcase their projects before investors and put
their entrepreneurial skills to test. They appreciated the opportunity provided by the organizers that gave
them a favorable pla orm to voice their concerns and interact with professionals who showed interest in their
ideas.

Colours
of
Spring
Flower Show
In an a empt to revive the lost glory of Peshawar as the “City of Flowers” and create an aesthe cally pleasing
sight that appeases the senses, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) orchestrated a ﬂower show
at Nishtar Hall from April 7 to 9, 2017.
In a world blistering with frustra on and despair, the sight of colorful eye-pleasing ﬂowers provided the perfect
opportunity to locals to relax and relish in the colorful images and entrancing aroma.
Tourism, Sports, Culture and Youth Aﬀairs Deputy Secretary Adil Saﬁ inaugurated the ﬂoral show. Speaking on
the occasion, he stated that the ﬂoral show was a step in reviving Peshawar's status as the City of Flowers and
developing a cleaner, greener city teeming with the scent of aroma c ﬂora.
He added that TCKP was engaged in mul ple projects to promote an eco-friendly environment and provide
entertainment opportuni es in the province. Moreover, Saﬁ went on to inform, it has taken strong ini a ves to
popularize adventure sports in the province in an a empt to involve the youth and bar them from falling into
the hands of militant.
Secretary Tourism Muhammad Tariq, Culture Director Ajmal Khan and other oﬃcials also a ended the event
followed by a large number of families and youngsters who admired the ﬂoral show.
A remarkable collec on of 3,000 exo c ﬂowering plants were showcased at the show which a racted
considerable a en on. The organizers hoped that such an event would s mulate the importance of ﬂora and
the need to promote an environment-friendly culture in the province.

An ini a ve launched to appreciate the young talent of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa with the belief that their hard work and skill
deserves na onal and interna onal recogni on, Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) sponsored the annual
Naqsh fes val. The most celebrated art and fashion fes val of
the province took place at the Ghulam Ishaq Khan Ins tute
(GIKI) in Topi, Swabi District from April 7 to 9, 2017. The threeday event featured students from Naqsh Art Society, COMSATS
University of Science and Technology, CECOS University, Iqra
Na onal University and other notable ins tutes of the country.
A large number of art admirers and families visited the ins tute
to look upon the exhibited artwork and praise the cra of the
young ar sts.
The ﬁrst day of the graphic art and fashion fes val witnessed a
burst of exhilara ng ac vi es at the Agha Hassan Abedi
Auditorium. Following the opening ceremony, ﬁne arts
modules, glass pain ng, graﬃ , sculp ng and modules of
fashion illustra on were presented. The la er half of the day
showcased ﬂashy fashion parades and ramp walks on street
style themes and formal bridal dresses.
TCKP's stall screened documentaries promo ng scenic spots in
the province and informed spectators about the ini a ves
launched by the organiza on to beneﬁt the tourism sector.
The quality arrangements and the eﬀorts extended to make it a
huge success were appreciated by students and visitors alike.
The fes val furnished the young ar sts with the ideal pla orm
to express their crea vity through glass pain ngs, designing,
wall chalking, clay sculptures, fashion modules and water
pain ngs.
Speaking on the occasion, famous designer and na onal fashion
icon Amir Adnan expressed his happiness at experiencing a
quality event. He judged the fashion parade and selected the
best models, designers and dresses.
Later, shields, commenda on cer ﬁcates and prizes were
awarded to students who amazed everyone with their
outstanding skill and crea ve style.

Graphic Art & Fashion Festival

FINAL SCREENED

AT HAYATABAD SPORTS COMPLEX

T

he cricket fever hit Peshawar as eager families and excited youngsters gathered at Hayatabad Sports
Complex to witness the ﬁrst-ever Live Screening of the Pakistan Super League (PSL) ﬁnal between
Peshawar Zalmi and Que a Gladiators. Upholding its oath to provide recrea onal opportuni es to the
locals and striving to promote sports in the region, Directorate of Sports and Tourism organized the event.
The screening which was held on March 5, 2017 invited 500 families to the Complex to join the fes vi es and
share the excitement of interna onal cricketers performing on home ground. The exhilara on doubled as
Peshawar Zalmi were considered favorites to win the ﬁnal and be crowned PSL Champions.
Prior to the live screening, Deputy Secretary Tourism, Sports, Culture and Youth Aﬀairs, Adil Saﬁ distributed
Zalmi Shirts among the families and expressed his excitement at the successful turnout of enthusias c
spectators.
He added that TCKP and the provincial government had derived eﬀec ve plans to promote sports in the region.
Eﬃcient plans to train budding talent and building grounds furnished with the latest equipment were a few of
the notable developments underway to facilitate players.
To keep the spectators engaged in the event, a face-pain ng booth, dance performances and savory food stalls
were also arranged.
Families thoroughly enjoyed the nerve-wrecking ﬁnal on screen and applauded the organizers for this
entertaining opportunity. The ﬁnal result had everyone on their feet as Peshawar Zalmi grabbed the trophy and
was crowned PSL Champions 2017.
The spectators celebrated the victory by releasing 400 lanterns into the sky. They were also treated to a magical
display of colorful ﬁreworks that added smiles everywhere.

Cultural & Food
Festival
T

Dera Ismail Khan

o trigger the interest of healthy ac vi es in locals and to promote the unique culture and tradi on of the
province, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) organized a three-day event at the historic
Town Hall in Dera Ismail Khan.
The fes val was held from April 21 to 23, 2017. The event provided a much-needed relief to the entertainmentdeprived people of the southern district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Inaugurated by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minister for Revenue Ali Amin Gandapur the event featured a large
variety of recrea onal ac vi es for the visitors.

Moreover, to promote the skilled women
entrepreneurs of the province to market
their products and generate income for
their families, the culture and food
fes val proved a perfect pla orm for
their business. Ar sans from all the
regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were
invited to exhibit their talent with the
desire to boost their business prospects
and intrigue the visitors with their
fascina ng cra .
The stalls showcased local products
including dresses, handicra s,
embroidery, Taghar work, Bannu khaadi,
stone carving, Peshawari caps, wax
pain ng, metalwork, wood carving,
artwork, calligraphy, sitar making, Chitrali
Pa , Gandhara art etc. Food
stalls decked with steamy delicacies and
mouthwatering treats en ced the visitors
as crowds swarmed the stalls to get their
hands on the local cuisines.
The organizers also oﬀered a range of
ac vi es for children that included a play
area, face-pain ng compe ons, swings
and the tradi onal horse dance.

The concert pavilion boomed with the sound of music and the exhilara ng dance performances featuring the
Dera Ismail Khan Jhumar, Kha ak-Mehsud A an, Chitrali, Gatka, A an Ball and popular Bangash dances.
Globally-renowned singers Amanat Ali Khan and A aullah Essakhelvi entranced the audiences with their
melodious songs along with other famous singers from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Instrumental performances showcasing diﬀerent bands, Rabab Mangay and jamming session were greatly
enjoyed by the visitors. Daily musical evenings in Pashto and Hindko, aside from the magic and puppet
show and poetry sessions, kept the crowd on their feet. Large number of locals par cipated in the three-day
fes vi es and thoroughly enjoyed. They were all praises for the TCKP for successfully hos ng such an event and
ensuring quality arrangements for the visitors. The closing ceremony witnessed a colorful display of ﬁreworks
that seemed like the perfect end to a spectacular show.
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Cultural & Food
Festival
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Adventure
Marathon
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MOUNTAIN
BIKING

RAPPELLING

o vated to promote sports in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and engage the youth
i n h e a l t hy a c v i e s , To u r i s m
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) and
Adventure Club organized the ﬁrst-ever
provincial level “Adventure Marathon”.
The two-day marathon held on April 22 to 23,
2017 invited young athletes to cover a thrilling
route from Islamabad to Khanpur Lake in District
Haripur. To reach their des na on, par cipants
had to face countless challenges and tackle
adventurous ac vi es including trekking,
cycling, rappelling and ra ing.
On the ﬁrst day of the marathon, a car rally le
Islamabad for Karwali Top. On reaching their ﬁrst
stop the par cipants set on foot and trekked
their way to Tonia Village. Cycling their way
forward the athletes crossed Najafpur to reach
Pomala village where they rappelled their way
down a hill. Upon reaching their designated
point they set oﬀ in ra s and ﬁnally paddled their
way to Khanpur Lake.
The equipment for the marathon was provided
by TCKP to ensure that quality standards were
maintained. The par cipants and spectators
applauded the eﬀorts extended by the
organizers and hoped that the provincial
government would con nue suppor ng and
promo ng athletes in the region.
The marathon concluded at Khanpur Lake and
prizes were distributed among the winners in a
colourful ceremony.

B

esides the stalls, a food court teeming with tantalizing
local ﬂavors oﬀered visitors Chitrali foods, Chapal Kabab,
Biryani, Saag, Maize bread, lassi, Balochi Sajji, Bar-beque, Tikka boo and the famous Hazara pakora.
The organizers also set up a kids play area to engage the young
ones in merry me. They were also entertained with a magic
show, face-pain ng, horse and camel-riding, swings and an
intriguing horse dance.
The three-day fes vi es were followed by a wonderful display
of ﬁreworks, marking the ﬁnale of the event. The arrangements
were widely-appreciated and visitors applauded TCKP and
Pakistan Army for their eﬀorts to organize a quality event to
promote local culture and savory delicacies.

W

ith the sweet aroma of spring permea ng through the air, Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP), in collabora on with Pakistan Army, orchestrated a fun-ﬁlled opportunity for
the locals of Kohat.
A three-day spring fes val was arranged in Kohat Garrison on April 28, 2017 to celebrate the season of bliss and
promote the tradi onal and cultural trends of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Peshawar Corps Commander Lt-General Nazir Ahmed Bu graced the opening ceremony as chief guest. He
inaugurated the event and visited the stalls decked with products showcasing local talent and cra smanship.
An impressive crowd thronged the venue and rushed to the stalls to explore the diﬀerent cultural and
tradi onal items. They expressed great interest in products like dresses, handicra s, embroidery, Taghar work,
Bannu Royal Khaadi, stone-carving, Peshawari caps, wax-pain ng, metalwork, wood-carving, artwork,
calligraphy, ring-making, sitar-making, Chitrali Pa , Gandhara art, Drooza chappal, Sarghashay, Charsada
chappal, Maizaray work, Karawa work, Sarkha, Dandas, Parunay, po ery work, blacksmith work, Hazara Jis
shawl, ar ﬁcial jewelry and mo work.

Tourist Police Training
WORKSHOP
Positive Policing
boosts Tourism

I

Floral Exhibition
T

o celebrate the colors of spring and highlight the signiﬁcance of Peshawar as the city of ﬂowers and a
booming provincial capital, Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in collabora on with the
Floral Art Society organized a ﬂower exhibi on. The exhibi on was arranged in Nishtar Hall, Peshawar
on May 3, 2017. The United Na ons Educa onal, Scien ﬁc and Cultural Organiza on (UNESCO) Director, Becky
Jensen graced the occasion as chief guest. Floral Art Society founder, Fareeda Tariq Nishtar, representa ves of
TCKP and other important dignitaries were also present on the occasion.
The exhibi on showcased intricate ﬂoral models assembled by hand, showing the skill and poten al of women
who had no prior experience or professional degree in ﬂower art. The chief guest was amazed by the ﬂower
models and applauded the talent of the par cipants. She acknowledged the skill of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
women and appreciated the organizers for providing them a pla orm to exhibit their work.
She added that it was indeed a great endeavor to urge these women to upli the barrier that limits their
poten al and exhibit their talent to the world to acknowledge and admire. Speaking on the occasion, Founder
of Floral Art Society, Fareeda Tariq stated that the organiza on has been working in close connec on with the
World Associa on Floral Art and organizes yearly events to generate funds for noble causes.She informed the
audience that the exhibi on was also aimed at promo ng local talent and collec ng funds for the historical
treasures of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. She appreciated the involvement of the TCKP in promo ng the event and
hoped that such pla orms would en ce women to step forth and par cipate in social ac vi es.

nseparable and complementary, tourism and
posi ve policing are inevitably like the two sides
of one coin. Law enforcement personnel play an
important role in facilita ng tourists and
maintaining peace, par cularly in emergency
situa ons, thus boosts tourism. So, it is important for
the law enforcement personnel to be sensi zed on
the importance of emergency management in
tourism development.
In this regard, the Tourism Corpora on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in collabora on with the
Pakistan Austrian Ins tute of Tourism and Hotel
Management (PAITHOM) arranged a training
workshop for the Tourist Police of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. The aim of this workshop
was to train the Tourist Police about emergency
management, so that they are able to facilitate
tourists during emergency situa ons, par cularly in
areas like Swat and Abbo abad where the inﬂux of
tourists is very high.

T

he training workshop encompassed diﬀerent topics including traﬃc control, emergency management,
ﬁrst aid etc. Some video documentaries from South Asian countries were also featured about how to
facilitate tourists by engaging local community as well as other stakeholders during emergency
situa ons. As many as 60 police personnel par cipated in this comprehensive training workshop. The training
workshop was a ended by the District Police Oﬃcer (DPO) Swat and oﬃcials of TCKP.
Speaking on the occasion, Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) Swat, Khan Zeb, appreciated the sincere
eﬀorts of TCKP for promo ng tourism in the province. He said that with the strong commitment of the
government and the un ring eﬀorts of TCKP, the region has witnessed a revival of the tourism industry. He
further added that more such trainings will be held in the future in order to be er facilitate domes c as well as
interna onal tourists.

Y

earning a much-needed break from the monotony
of daily life, the people of Peshawar were
entertained at a three-day family
extravaganza held from 5th-7th May 2017. The Hunar
Mela was arranged by TCKP at Pakistan Interna onal
Airlines (PIA) Planetarium Hayatabad Peshawar to
highlight the skills and talent of local ar sans and provide
a pla orm to present their work to the public.
Advisor to Chief Minister on tourism Abdul Munim
inaugurated the event. In his remarks, he said, the event
would be a milestone to promote local ar sans. He
added that Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI)-led provincial
government had taken tangible steps to promote
tourism and revive the beauty of tourist spots around the
province.
Sports, Tourism, Culture and Youth Aﬀairs Secretary
Muhammad Tariq, TCKP Managing Director Mushtaq
Ahmed, Tourism Department General Manager Sajjad
Hameed and other oﬃcials a ended the opening
ceremony.
A large number of visitors who thronged the venue were
impressed by the colorful arrangements. Stalls decked
with tradi onal and cultural items fascinated onlookers
as they admired the handicra s, embroidery, Taghar
work, Bannu Royal Khaadi, stone carving, Peshawari caps
and shoes, wax pain ng, metalwork, wood carving,
artwork, calligraphy, Gandhara art, po ery work,
blacksmith work, Kalasha items and Hazara Jis Shawls.

T

o educate people about travel plans and des na ons,
Tourism Informa on Centre (TIC) set up a booth where
pamphlets, posters, and brochures having all the
informa on about exo c tourist des na ons in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were distributed. The spectators thoroughly
enjoyed the music and dance performances presented at the
concert pavilion. Adorned in tradi onal a re, the ar sts
moved to the tune of tradi onal music and performed
Kha ak, Mehsud A an, Chitrali Gatka, A an Ball and Bangash
dances.
Famous singers including Humayun Khan, Zafar Khan, Meena
Gul, Zahirullah, Falik Shabbir, Zeek Afridi and others
m e s m e r i ze d t h e a u d i e n c e w i t h t h e i r e nt ra n c i n g
performances.
Local and tradi onal food stalls were swarmed by foodies to
savor the taste of mouth-watering treats. On the ﬁnal day,
organizers distributed prizes and awards amongst ar sts and
children.
The three-day fes vi es cap vated visitors and facilitated
local ar sans with a favorable environment to showcase their
skills and promote Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's unique ar s c
iden ty.

Chilim Jusht Festival
Tentage Village &
Cleanliness Drive in Kalash

P

redic ng the outpour of tourists in the region to witness this year's ac vi es at the Chilim Jusht fes val,
TCKP established tent villages in the valley. The ini a ve was launched to provide be er facili es of food
and lodgings to the tourists from across the country. A Tourist Informa on Center (TIC) was also set up
to inform tourists about transport, accommoda ons and low-cost hassle-free travel plans. The tourism
department collaborated with Sayyah Travels to facilitate 100 tourists visi ng the valley.
Exploi ng opportuni es to boost tourism and genera ng ameni es for locals and tourists alike, TCKP also
installed quality benches and garbage bins in diﬀerent areas across the valley. The project was funded by the
World Bank in response to their Economic Welfare Program for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). A total of 20 benches were installed near Kalash Museum, Berian and
Rambur which would facilitate tourists as they sit down to admire the beauty that surrounds them.

M

T

he annual religious fes val of the indigenous Kalash people was celebrated at the advent of
summer to appease their god Goshidai. The fes vi es con nued from May 12 to 17, 2017.
Believed to protect their herds and ﬁelds in spring and summer season, the Kalasha
celebrate the fes val by performing sacred rituals and dancing to tradi onal music and drum
beats. Both male and female inhabitants of Kalash perform dances, moving in circles and enjoying
the sound of the music.
The guardians of a unique and ancient cultural
heritage, the people of Kalash have
always intrigued travelers. Their
famous dance and music fes vals
a ract na onal and interna onal
tourists and allow them the
opportunity to watch the lifestyle of
Kalash people.

oreover, a cleanliness drive
following the inﬂux of tourists
in the valley was arranged by
the tourism department to spread
awareness about responsible traveling
and promo ng eco-friendly tourism. TIC
General Manager, Muhammad Ali Syed
along with concerned oﬃcials
inaugurated the launch of the cleanliness
d r i v e . A n i m p re s s i v e n u m b e r o f
mo vated local school children took part
in the ac vity. They collected and
disposed of the garbage that was le
sca ered in the valley and vowed to
preserve the natural beauty of their
home.
The tourism department thanked the
eﬀorts of the school children by
distribu ng books, sta onery items, and
gi s among them.

Abbottabad – Harnoi

Jeep Rally

T

his me the roar of the 4-Wheel giants was
heard in the majes c landscape of Abbo abad
near the bank of Harnoi River.

Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP)'s
joint collabora on with Fron er 4X4 Club to bring the
road rage to Abbo abad received much apprecia on
from locals when an overwhelming number of
spectators turned up to witness the ac on on May 21,
2017.
Aiming to entertain the locals and bring more tourists
to the spot, the organizers also made adequate
arrangements for ra ing ac vi es.

Following the formal inaugura on by TCKP General Manager Sajjad Hameed and noted racer Sahibzada Sultan,
137 jeeps and 28 bikes made their way to the star ng line. The par cipants included representa ves from
famous jeep clubs including Fron er 4X4 Club, Islamabad Jeep Club, Punjab Motor Sports & Racing Club
and Abbo abad Jeep Club.
Fron er 4X4 Club President Babar Khan,
Director Culture Ajmal Khan, EDO Dr.
Faisal Khanzada, former district bar
president Qazi Zaheer and Irshad-ul-Haq
were present on the occasion.
Expressing his sen ments on the
occasion, TCKP General Manager Sajjad
Hameed appreciated the riders for their
cra y maneuvering of powerful machines
and thanked them for a wonderful display
of skill and valor.
These events, he added, boost tourism and
are a good way of introducing travelers to
local a rac ons. The tourism department
con nues to explore exo c loca ons in the
region and exploit their poten al to create
tourism opportuni es, he said.

Cleanliness
Drive in Abbottabad

I

n line with the United Na ons (UN) theme to promote
eco-friendly tourism and generate awareness among
travelers to respect nature and leave a posi ve impact on
their surroundings, TCKP launched a series of cleanliness
drives across Hazara Division in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The ini a ve was taken in wake of the huge inﬂux of tourists
visi ng Galiyat during Eid ul Fitr that le a trail of waste,
damaging the beauty of the area. On July 8, 2017 volunteers
from TCKP, Tech Valley Abbo abad and Manchala Tours
gathered in Abbo abad to remove garbage and junk piles
li ered along the bank of Harnoi River and other tourist
spots.
Whilst clearing the area of sca ered li er the drive also
served to educate travelers of their civic duty to presser ve
and protect the sanc ty of a place and avoid pollu ng the
environment.
Speaking on the occasion, Manchala Tours Director Aini Gul
appreciated TCKP's stance to organize cleanliness drives
with local organiza ons to protect the environment and
natural beauty of scenic spots. She urged tourists to adopt a
responsible a tude while traveling and leave a posi ve
presence so that others are compelled to follow the same
trends.
Gul went on to add that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has a lot of
fascina ng sites to oﬀer. It is the duty of the people—both
locals and tourists—to ensure that the beauty of these
magniﬁcent sites remains intact.

Installation of dustbins and benches –
Restoring the natural beauty

M

ountains, hills and lakes possess natural
beauty and magniﬁcence that is marred
some mes by mindless throwing of
waste and garbage. This tendency spoils the natural
beauty of these tranquil places.
Landscapes look shabby if they are li ered and the
tourist a rac ons lose their sheen. Apart from
deteriora ng natural beauty, the mindless throwing
of garbage also causes pollu on of hills, lakes and
springs.
To restore the natural beauty of tourist spots and to
address the problem of pollu on, the Tourism
Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (TCKP) in
collabora on with the World Bank installed dustbins
and benches in diﬀerent tourist spots across the
province including Chitral, Abbo abad and Kohat.
These dustbins and benches were installed under
the project named “Economic Revitaliza on of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and FATA (ERKF).
Speaking on the importance of the project, the
Managing Director (MD), TCKP, Mushtaq Ahmed
said that such environment friendly ini a ves are
necessary in order to restore the scenic beauty of
these important tourist des na ons and to facilitate
tourists. He further added that natural beauty is a
legacy and a right for the future genera on and
conserving it for their beneﬁt is our responsibility
today.
As a result of this project the natural beauty of these
serene spots has been restored, which otherwise
were giving an ugly look because of a record number
of tourists who visited these tourist spots and le
these places with garbage.

T

he Shandur Fes val, an event of epic propor ons celebrated since ages on the world's roo op, once
again captured public a en on from July 29 to 31 2017. Rightly termed the “Game of Kings”, it is the
biggest fes val of Pakistan and a racts a large number of domes c and foreign tourists to the fascina ng
landscape of Chitral every year.
An excellent opportunity to project a posi ve image of the region and provide quality services to tourists, the
provincial government along with district administra on made early arrangements to ensure an adequate
supply of water and transport. They also renovated the polo ground and set up a tent village to provide
travelers with food and accommoda on.

2017

THE GAME OF KINGS

H

A

fool-proof security plan was designed with
the assistance of Police, district
a d m i n i st ra o n a n d Pa k i sta n A r my.
The three-day mega event was jointly organized by
the Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(TCKP) and the Ministry of Tourism, Gilgit Bal stan.
Tourism, Sports, Culture and Youth Aﬀairs Secretary
Muhammad Tariq, TCKP Managing Director
Mushtaq Ahmed, prominent dignitaries, civil society
members, media-persons and an impressive
number of foreigners and locals gathered for the
fes vi es.
Where the Shandur Polo Tournament remained the
highlight of the fes val, numerous other a rac ons
also intrigued visitors. Paragliding compe ons,
ra ing in Shandur Lake, archery and kite ﬂying
amused the tourists as they relished in the grandeur
of their surroundings.

onoring the tradi on of the region, stalls
were set up to showcase the unique
pa erns and cra of Chitral and Gilgit
Bal stan's skilled ar sans. Tradi onal music and
folk songs resonated in the alpine peaks as locals
danced to the rhy thm of familiar beats.
Teams from Chitral, Gilgit Bal stan, Laspur, Mastuj,
Ghizer par cipated in the Polo Tournament. Chitral
and Gilgit Bal stan reached the ﬁnal which was
played on the last day of the tournament. The nailbi ng ac on enthralled the audience as the hosts
clinched the trophy and defeated their arch-rivals—
Gilgit Bal stan.
Commander of the Peshawar Corps Lt-General
Nazir Ahmed Bu and Advisor to Chief Minister on
tourism Abdul Munim presented the trophy to the
winning team and awarded prizes to the
par cipants.
The crowd cheered their heroes and applauded the
organizers for successfully arranging the biggest
event of the year. Fes vi es broke out as Chitral's
victory was celebrated with an impressive ﬁreworks
display and the night was lit up with jubilant music
and enthralling dance performances.

Srilankan delegation
Visit to KP
A 60-member Sri Lankan delega on comprising
monks and scholars along with ministers and
ambassador visited Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
perform religious rituals as well as to promote
bilateral es between the two countries.The
delega on visited the province on May 26, 2017.
It included Sri Lankan Minister Daya Gimaj, Deputy
Minister Anoma Gimaj, senior monks and scholars.
The visit was part of the religious rituals in
connec on with the Buddha’s Birthday and Vesak
fes val. Vesak is a religious and cultural fes val in Sri
Lanka which is celebrated on the day of the full
moon in the month of May. Federal Joint Secretary
for Heritage Nazir Ahmed, Director Archaeology
Abdul Azim, Sri Lankan Ambassador to Pakistan
Major Gen ® Jayanath Lokuketagodage, oﬃcials of
the Tourism Corpora on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Archaeology department also accompanied the
delega on. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government
provided all facili es to the delegates during their
visit to Takht Bhai relics in Mardan district and
Hund Museum in Swabi. The delega on was briefed
on the history of Buddhist places and heritage sites
in the province. The monks and religious scholars
worshipped at various sacred Buddhist places. The
members of the delega on said besides performing
their religious ritual, the visit aimed at promo ng
cultural es between the two countries. They said
people-to-people contact were important for the
promo on of cultural rela ons between Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.
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